Vanderhoof Arena Schedule for December

5 Timbits Hockey Tournament
6 Pictures with Santa 11:00 am — 3:00
pm 25-26 Closed

Ginger bread house making in the mez- 27-28 Private ice rentals available
zanine 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 29 Minor Hockey girls tournament
Private ice rentals available

(Please bring non perishable item for 30 Minor Hockey girls tournament
Private ice rentals available

11 Kinsmen’s Santa’s Anonymous 31 Private ice rentals available

For private rentals phone 28857-4555

Skate with Santa 4:15 —5:15 pm
admission)

hockey game 7:00 — 10:00 pm

19-20 Muckers Christmas tournament
21-24 Private ice rentals

Snow Clearing on Public Streets
Play it safe around snow removal equipment!
The District of Vanderhoof tries to schedule snow removal
when children are not commuting to school. Unfortunately
this is not always possible. We encourage parents to teach
their children to stay clear of plows and other equipment.

Paul Hascarl
Public Works Superintendent
P (250)5674711
C (250)5670669

Parking is not permitted on any street within the District of
Vanderhoof between the hours of midnight and 7:00 am
from November 1st to April 1st. This restriction is necessary
to facilitate snow removal by the municipal works crew
during winter months.

Your assistance in keeping our streets free of parked vehi-
cles permits snow-clearing operations to proceed safely
and efficiently.

Public Works—Christmas Garbage Collection

Household garbage pickup will not be affected by the
Christmas holidays this year.

If you have any questions please call:

Public Skating

Sunday 4:15 -- 5:15 pm
Monday 12:007 1:00 pm
Tuesday 12:00 7 1:00 pm

Wednesday  12:00 7 2:00 pm
Thursday 11:00 7 12:00 pm
Friday 7:15 - 8:15pm
Drop in hockey Fridays 12:007 1:00pm $5.00 each

Winter Lights Celebration

The winter edition of Communities in
Bloom — is a national program focused on
community efforts that sus-
tain and promote environ-
mental, visual, economic
< and programming leader-
ship throughout the winter
months, with special atten-
tion to community involve-
ment and outreach. The
program encourages all Canadians to join
in their local community events and activi-
ties and to experience the beauty and
thrill of winter.

The District of Vanderhoof has entered
under the Winter Festivatategory.

For more information visit
http://winterlights.ca

District of Vanderhoo
Holiday Hours

The District of Vanderhoof Office
will be closed :
December 25th until January 34

)

District of Vanderhoof Updater

160 Connaught Street, PO Box 900, Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A0
Phone: 250-567-4711 Fax: 250-567-9169
Website: www.vanderhoof.ca

Message From Council

It’s hard to believe that it has been almost a decade since Y2K and the entire world was left
holding its breath. This last year has been a difficult time for the global economy. Closer to
home, here in British Columbia, many municipalities have seen some tough times. Vander-
hoof has been one of the more fortunate communities and we should be thankful.
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As we reflect on the past year, we remember how fortunate we are to live in such a great
community. There are many characteristics that make a community a great place to live.
Since becoming Mayor one year ago, | have come to realize the importance of volunteers. |

am amazed by how many of you give so much of yourselves to make our community the

great place that we all call home.

As we look forward to the coming year let us not forget that we all benefit from those who make this a better
community by volunteering to provide recycling, drama, the 4H Club, seniors housing, singing for seniors, meals
on wheels, the Friends of the Library and the Historical Society, to list just a few activities. In addition to these,
many of you help out with sports like the running club, Rip’n the North Bike Club, martial arts, soccer, football,
speed skating, figure skating, hockey and baseball, none of which would happen without volunteers.

As we look forward to the holiday season try to spend a little extra time with your family. If you can, invite some-
one who is alone for the holidays into your home and continue to give to charities in our community.

| want to thank each of you who have volunteered some of your time this past year. Because of you, Vanderhoof
is a better place to live. On behalf of the Council and the District staff | want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas

and a very happy and prosperous New Year.

SIS pictures & Skating with Santa

| ) Sunday
e

December 6th, 2009

Vanderhoof Arena Mezzanine |
Pictures with Santa 11:00 am 3:00 pm
(Sponsored by Wallace Studid$ reasonably priced)
Gingerbread House Fun 11:00 &im:00 pm
($12.00 per kit)
Skate with Santa 4:15 pmf 5:15 pm

Call Sarrah (250)567-4711 for more information

(Please bring a norperishable food item for admission)
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Christmas Tree Silent Auction

During Midnight Madness (December 4th) view
and bid on your favorite trees located at local
businesses in Vanderhoof. All proceeds will be
given to local charities! Final bids will take place
on Wednesday, December 16" by the end of
business, at which time we will collect the bid
sheets and contact the lucky winners. Winners
will be asked to pick up their trees on December
18™ and pay for them then. This will allow
enough time for us to get the proceeds to the
families that need them. Watch for maps on
where the trees will be
located! Contact the
Chamber of Commerce
(250)-567-2124 or the
District of Vanderhoof
(250)-567-4711 for
more information or to
register a tree.

Friday December 4th
Get into the community Christmas spirit as downtown
Vanderhoof comes to life with this annual light pa-
rade. Bring the whole family, enjoy the parade and shop
right up until midnight!

the Seven 11. All proceeds go to the
Vanderhoof Children’s Theatre Group.

Parade Route: Beginning at Arena,

west on Stewart, north on Lampitt, east

on Douglas, south on Burrard and east on Stewart back
to Arena.

Call the Vanderhoof Chamber of Commerce to enter

your float in the parade. No entry fee. Next regular Council Meeting:

5:00 pm Wednesday December 9th.

Vanderhoof Could beGamesTown 2010

It starts with your story... Communities across BC are sharing their stories and showing the world their
Olympic and Paralympic Games spirit through sport, healthy living and environmental sustainability. 124
communities, including Vanderhoof, are officially in the running for the title of GamesTown 2010 where
every story and vote counts!

Later this year, three B.C. communities will be picked as the gold, silver and bronze GamesTowns and will
receive funds to put towards sports or healthy living facility improvements of their choosing. Along the way
we’ll also be awarding many other great prizes including tickets to the Winter Games! Find your commu-
nity and get started today! Go to www.GamesTown2010.ca and cast your ballot for Vanderhoof in
the under 5,000 population category. Vote for Vanderhoof today. Vote often.

Watch for the Torch Relay information coming soon!

vancouver 2010 . .
' ‘ TORCH RELAY | RELAIS DE LA FLAMME The Torch Relay will be passing through Vanderhoof on Saturday, Janu-
:

ROUTE COMMUNITY ary 30th. Events and times will be posted closer to the day so keep
COMMUNAUTE DU PARCOURS watching'

o

p——=7" Council Meeting Notes - November 10, 2009

Vanderhoof Community Museum was given access to $20,000 in additional funding to cover the expense of
hiring a part-time manager/curator from November 2009 until April 2010.

District of Vanderhoof Unsightly Premises and Property Maintenance Bylaw No. 1058, 2009 - Council
adopted an unsightly premises bylaw which establishes regulations regarding the upkeep of private premises
within the District of Vanderhoof.

District of Vanderhoof Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 1062, 2009 was given first two read-
ings, the bylaw deals with a request to amend the land use designation of Lot 1, Section 6, Township 11,
Range 5, Coast Range 5 Land from A-1 (Agriculture) to RR-1 (Rural Small Holdings).

District of Vanderhoof Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1063, 2009 was given first two readings, the bylaw
deals with a request to amend the zoning of Lot 1, Section 6, Township 11, Range 5, Coast Range 5 Land from
A-1 (Agriculture) to RR-1 (Rural Small Holdings).

Public Hearing OCP and Zoning Amendments—a public hearing was scheduled for December 9th, 2009 at
4:45 pm to hear concerns regarding the OCP and Zoning bylaws being considered by Council.

(note: the full bylaws are available for viewing at the District Office or online at www.vanderhoof.ca)

Council Meeting Notes - November 25, 2009

Vanderhoof Pool Feasibility Study—Council endorsed funding applications from Northern Development Trust
Initiative, Enterprising Non-Profits and agreed to commit funding from the Vanderhoof budget towards the
cost of hiring a consultant to assist the Vanderhoof Pool Committee with the preparation of a feasibility study
for a swimming pool in Vanderhoof.

The Regional District Bulkley-Nechako Vanderhoof rural fire protection local service agreement was ap-
proved by Council. Under the agreement the District of Vanderhoof Fire Department provides fire protection
services for the residents of the “Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection Local Service Area”. In return the Regional
District will compensate the District of Vanderhoof for providing the service. This is a renewal of an existing
contract, the new contract expires on December 315', 2013.

Community Centred Agreement. Council committed to working on community economic development with
the Rural BC Secretariat of the Ministry of Community and Rural Development through a Memorandum of
Agreement . Community Centred Agreements provide Ministry support to:

e Increase community access to government resources

e Focus on key projects that support community development and build a more diversified economy

Facilitate partnerships and leverage funding

e Provide project support and strategic assistance

e Align with provincial strategies.

This is a pilot project and Vanderhoof is one of four municipalities in the province working with this program.
Council Meetings for 2010—Council set their schedule for Council meetings for 2010. Council will hold a regu-
lar council meeting every second and fourth Wednesday of the month. A committee of the whole meeting will
be scheduled for the third Wednesday of each month. For July and August Council has scheduled only one
meeting for the third Wednesday.

All regular scheduled and committee of the whole meetings start at 5:00 pm in the District of Vanderhoof
Council Chambers and are open to the public. You are encouraged to attend.

A copy of the full Council Meeting Schedule is available at www.vanderhoof.ca.


javascript:%20expPopupWindow('/index.php?section_copy_id=25&section_id=5032',800,792,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0);
http://www.gamestown2010.ca/search_communities/
http://www.gamestown2010.ca

Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative (NWSRI)
wecuseo WHTESTURBEON  Dwelling in deep pools of the Nechako River is a survivor from the age of the dino-

= saurs - the Nechako white sturgeon. This mysterious creature is the largest freshwa-
W ter fish in Canada, and has existed relatively unchanged for millions of years — surviv-
RECOVERY [NTTATIVE ing volcanic eruptions, ice ages and climatic upheavals. But the Nechako white stur-

geon is now swimming in a current of change that is taking it to the very brink of ex-

tinction. It is ranked as Critically Imperiled by the British Columbia Conservation Data
Centre and is an Endangered Species according to the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Can-
ada (COSEWIC).

In the last 50 years, the Nechako white sturgeon population has dropped from what some scientists believe was
a minimum of 5000 fish to less than 600. And the vast majority of those fish are
more than 30 years old. The lack of younger fish means that sturgeon are either
not reproducing successfully or that the young are not surviving to adulthood.
As sturgeon do not begin spawning until they are 15 to 30 years old, the lack of
young sturgeon in the Nechako means that an entire generation is already miss-
ing.

But it is not too late! With your help, and the help of other concerned citizens, |
organizations and governments, the Nechako white sturgeon can be saved.

Nechako

p 1
White Sturgeon CONGRATULATIONS!! On January 31st
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2008, at the regional Premier's Awards
in Prince George, the NWSRI won a
PRINCE GEORGE Silver Award in recognition of our

teamwork and success in promoting
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’ PUBLIC NOTICE

New Water Treatment Plant

The District of Vanderhoof is excited to report that the construction of the new water treatment
plant is nearing completion. This new plant will do a much better job at reducing iron and manga-
nese than the old plant. Iron and manganese concentrations coming from the wells average 0.17
mg/L and 0.66 mg/L respectively. With the new filters we expect the iron and manganese levels
will average 0.02 mg/L and 0.02 mg/L respectively. This is well below the Guidelines for Canadian
Drinking Water Quality of 0.30 mg/L for iron and 0.05 mg/L for manganese. Iron and manganese
are a normal part of a healthy diet. The Canadian Drinking Water Guidelines for iron and manga-
nese are set for aesthetic purposes to reduce potential discoloration, staining and taste in the wa-

ter.

To make the new plant operate properly, low levels of chlorine must be added as part of the filter-
ing process. As a result of this process some chlorine will be present in the water supply. Main-
taining a positive chlorine concentration in our water pipes will help keep the drinking water in
them, safe from disease causing organisms. This is also a requirement of Northern Health for the
protection of public health from potential cross connections. All water systems that deliver drink-
ing water in the Province of BC are required to maintain the safety of their drinking water to each
residential or commercial service connection. Low concentrations of chlorine help ensure that the

drinking water stays safe throughout the distribution water mains.

These changes may affect the taste of the water to some people (possibly for the better). You
could run your drinking water through an activated charcoal filter to reduce the chlorine taste if

you notice it.

The anticipated date of receiving the improved water is the middle of December. At that time, the

current Water Quality Advisory will be removed.
If you have any questions please call

Paul Hascarl, Public Works Superintendent at (250) 567-4711.




Cefelrationand CommunmtyEvents

Thursday, December 3™

Friends of the Vanderhoof Public Library present a Dramatic Reading of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol”, 7:00 pm at the Nechako Community Church.

Ao
“Peter Pan” a Children's Theatre production, 7:00pm at the NVSS small auditorium. @ Iii@wé

Friday, December 4"

—

Parade of Lights & Midnight Madness get into the community Christmas spirit, as downtown Vanderhoof
comes to life with this annual light parade.

Christmas Tree Silent Auction - During Midnight madness (December 4th) view and bid on your favorite
trees located at local businesses in Vanderhoof. All proceeds will be given to local charities!

Saturday, December 5"

“Peter Pan” a Children's Theatre production, 1:00pm and 7:00pm at the NVSS small auditorium.
Sunday, December 6™
Pictures with Santa 11:00am-3:00pm & Gingerbread House fun 11:00am-4:00pm at the )
< G
&

arena mezzanine. Skate with Santa 4:15pm-5:15pm. )
The Boys are Back (rated PG) brought to you by Reel Alternatives. Show time 7:00pm at the Grand Reo
Theatre. Please bring a donation for the food bank.

Monday, December 7%

Wednesday, December 9"
NeighbourLink Annual Christmas Dinner. Call Henry at (250)-567-9007 to reserve your spot . 2
Thursday, December 10"

The Vanderhoof Public Library presents “A Cozy Christmas Storytime” for ages 3 to 5 from 10:30am -
11:00am. Please pre-register or call Jen for more information at 250-567-4060 or email: vhpljlb@telus.net

“Peter Pan” a Children's Theatre production, 7:00pm at the NVSS small auditorium.

Friday, December 11"

“Peter Pan” a Children's Theatre production, 7:00pm at the NVSS small auditorium.

s

Saturday, December 12"

“Peter Pan” a Children's Theatre production, 7:00pm at the NVSS small auditorium.

Thursday, December 31*

Winter of Wishes New Year’s Dance & Hypnotist at the Elk’s Hall. Doors open at 7:00pm, JayDee the Hypno-
tist starts at 7:30pm. Snacks and dancing start at 10:00 pm. Advance tickets are $15.00 and available at the
Chamber of Commerce or the District of Vanderhoof Office. Tickets will be available at the door for $20.00.

m

~eciako WHITE STURGEON S R V E Y
RECOVERY INITIATIVE
Do you believe that Nechako white sturgeon provide value to the Vanderhoof and Yes No
Nechako Watershed? (the Nechako River and all its tributaries) n ]
Why?

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7

How important is it to you that white sturgeon survive in the Nechako Watershed?
1 2 3 4 5

U U U U U

Not important at all extremely important

(A) Nechako white sturgeon are endangered True [ ] False [ ]
(B) Nechako white sturgeon are not genetically unique from other white sturgeon in BC True [] False [ ]
(C) Without intervention the Nechako white sturgeon will no longer exist in the True[] False []

Nechako watershed in 20 years
What would you do if you saw someone catch a sturgeon? (Check all that apply)
[] Askthem to release it
O Report the capture to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, BC Conservation Officer or the RCMP
[] Contact the District of Vanderhoof or local First Nations Band office

O Contact the Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative

List three examples of things you could do to contribute to the effort to save the Nechako white sturgeon.
(Please rank them in order of more to less important)

If you are not already currently involved, what prevents or makes it challenging for you to be involved?

What would be the best approach to get you involved and to help you be a part of this change?

Drop your completed surveys off at the District of Vanderhoof 160 Connaught Street, Box 900


mailto:vhpljlb@telus.net

